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OVERVIEW

This document is intended to accomplish several things.
1L.FArst, it i s a Heersiotuar cee .fATherdochimaant Wagiashhitha g s
brief history of Norwich and highlights some notable Norwich natives.
2. It contains arieflist of the significant heritage sites in Norwich spanning four centuries.

3.1t describes Norwichodés unique historic
matters.

4. It clarifiesthe difference between a Local Historic District (Norwich has two) and a
National Register Historic District (Norwich has twelve!).

5. It describeghe importance of Heritage Tourism and how that is an important componen
of any economic development effort.

6.1t describes all of the groups and or g:¢
the Norwich Historical Society being the lead agency.

7. Also, this document lists the accomplishments of the Norwich Historical Society for 201
and our planned events for 2018. S$b&accomplishments over the past three years
include securing funding for restoration work anerseeingestoration work on seva
significant historic buildings.

CONCLUSION

The City of Norwich has enough sites and stories to be a heritage destination. The Norwich
Historical Society would likehe City to start thinking of itself as a heritage tourism destination
and workwith the various heritage groupsa packaging theséaies properly for visitors.

TheNorwich Historical Society s proud of our work and we
heritage organization very seriously. We ask that you keep us in mind when issues arise
concer ni n deritdge orwistarit biiklings. And, we thank you for all of the support
we have received.
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HISTORY OF NORWICH

" e o The City of Norwich was fouded in 1659 and the

e friendship formed with the local Mohegan Tribe allowed
the Norwich settlers to purchase a tract of land 9 miles
square. Norwich is filled with significant historical places
relating to the Mohegan Tribe such as Uncas Leap, the
MoheganBurial Ground, and the Miantonomo Monument
is still extant today; hidden gems of the untold stories of
how the city of Norwich was formed.

Norwich was one of the largest cities during the eighteenth
century and was a center of wealth, commerce and
influence. Norwich is home to important figures that played
~_» arole in the Revolutionary War such as Christopher

- Leffingwell 1 a purveyor of provisions for the Continental

~ Army; Samuel Huntingtoin signer of the Declaration of
Independence, and, Benedict Ammdld ur countr ya
infamous traitor, who was a talented commander in the
Continental Army until 1779

Norwich, Conn. THE LEFFINGWELL INN 1701

Norwich has a culturally diverse population; David

Ruggles, an African American from Norwich, participated

in theUndergroundRailroad and the Jaiill National

Historic District was home to many notable African
Americans. During the Industrial Era, the mills in

Greeneville and Taftville attracted many immigrant

laborers who stayed and made Norwich home. The
impressive Ponemah Mill towers over thiage of
Taftville and is a testamen
on the textile industry.

Taftville Mill,* Taftville, Conn.

Today, The City of Norwich is the largest city in Eastern,
CT with over 40,000 residents and its rich and diverse
history showcases its impact and conttiidw to the
formation of the United States of America.
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FAMOUS NORWICH RESIDENTS

Major John Mason was one of the founders of NorwicHe and his sem-law,
Reverend James Fitch led 33 other founding families from Saybrook
Norwich. In addition to founding Norwich, Mason helped found the town
Windsor. John Mason was an ally®échem Unca®f the Mohegan Triheviajor
Mason is kewn as the colonistsd Commart
among the native tribes and European settlers and is infamously know
commanding the massacre on the Pequot TinkdE37 In addition, he becam
Deputy Governor of Connecticut. He died inriWech in 1672 (Image courtesy of
the Mohegan Tribe)

Benedict Arnold was born in Norwich and was a prominent General in the
Revolutionary War infamous for defecting to the British. However, before
switching sides, Arnold was military commander who captured Fort Ticonderg
in 1775, engaged the Britishn t he nati ondés first 1
Valcour Island in 1776 and was instrumental in the American victory at Sarat
in 1777. Arnoldés complicated | ega

Samuel Huntington practiced law in Norwich and served as a delegate to the
Continental Congress. Huntington was a signer of the Declaration of Indepeng
and the Articles of Confederatiolm 1779, he was elected the first President of t
Continental Congress in Congress Assembled; which made him the first presi
of the United States wunder the Arti
esteemed titles include Connecticut State Chisfide and 18th Governor of

Connecticutimage Samuel Huntington (1731796), c. 1783, oil on canvas by
Charles Willson Peale (1741827), courtesy of the Samuel Huntington Trust. Th
First President of the United States under the Articles of the Coafader

Lydia Huntley Sigourney, born in Norwich, was a famous 19th century p
known as the ASweet Singer of Hart

school for girls in 1812, but moved her schémlHartford in 1814. Lydia ofter
used her upbringing in Norwich as inspiration for her poédsy. prolific portfolio
included works of history, moral and religious poetry, and corresponded
famous authors including Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, ultinyatearning a
reputation that many aspiring authors sought out and respdaotade: Lydia
Huntley Sigourney photographed by Matthew Brady.
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Sarah Harris was a young African American girl from th
Jail Hill section of Norwich and attended Pruder
Crandall 6s nAnSchool for Y o
Coloro in Canterbury. S.dmed
school was forced to close in 183Wmage courtesy of
Prudence Crandall Museum Department of Economic
Community Development.

David Ruggles was an abolitionist from Norwich wh
participated in the Underground Railroad. He was nai 4
Secretay of the New York Vigilance Society, also known |
the Underground Railroad, in New York.

Lafayette Fosterwas the Senate Ptempore, and upon Lincans a s s a

| Foster became thecting Vice President of the United States. If the assassing
| attempts on other government officials had continued as planned, Foster
have become President of the United Statesge courtesy of the Library o
Congress.

Governor William Buckingham was
Connecticutds Ci
was a close ally ofLincoln and
oversaw the provisions of supplies f
Connecti cut 0 &ovdrnor(
William Buckingham (1804L875), oil
on canvaspy Alexander H. Emmns
(18161884), 1875¢ourtesy of the First
Congregationalist Church of Lebanon.

Horace Smith & Daniel Wesson e ¥ =
In 1853, the firm of Smith & | Frances Manwaring
Wesson developed the fir Caulkins was a
repeating rifle. Contributed  t( schoolteacher who used
Norwich  gun  manufacturing her writing skills to craft
Norwich Arms Company would the histories of Norwich
5 dominate the gun industry in th and New Londonlimage
£ Civil War. courtesy of the New
- London County Histogal
Society
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Edith Carow Roosevelt

born in Norwich, was thq
second wife of Presidern
Theodore Roosevelt; she wi
First Ladyfrom 19021909.

Harry Rossoaoll,
born in Norwich,
was the artist who
created Smoky
Bear.

Edwin H. Land,
from Norwich, was
the inventor of the
Polaroid Camera.

courtesy of Wally Lamb.

Wally Lamb is a nationally
renowned author of sever{
bestselling books. Prior to hi
fame as an author, Lamb taug
creative writing atNFA. Image

PresidenHoward Taft visiting
Norwich 1909
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Presidential
Connections

Presidenlohn Adams and
Abigail Adams dined at Jesse
Brownds tavern
Street) on the Norwichtown
Greenn 1797 and were greeted
by a 16federal gun salute.

TheMarquis de Lafayette
and his soldiers camped on the
Norwichtown Green in 1778.

Jean Pierre Boyer later first
President of the Republic of
Haiti, was captured and stayed
with the Manning family in
Norwichtown from 180€1801.

George Washingtondined in
Jedediah Huntin
stayed overnight in Jabez
Huntingtonds ho
supplies at the Leffingwell House
Museum in 1776.

PresidenMillard Fillmore
and Presiderfrover

Clevelandcantrace their
ancestry back to Norwich.

In 1909,President Howard

Taft came to visit the City of

Norwich during its 250th birthday
celebrations. Other presidents tha
visited Norwich are:

Washington, Adams,
Jackson, Lincoln, Grant,
Truman, Nixon and
Clinton.




NORWICH HERITAGE SITES

Uncas Leap
196-200 Yantic Street

Acquired ly the City of Norwich in 2010, the area has
historical significance to the community and has
remained a sacred part of Mohegan Tribe history since
1643. The l1l.zAcre landmark along the Yantic River is
the site of the culmination of the Battle of Great ®dai
between the Mohegan and Narragansett Tribes.
Additionally, theYantic River was an important source
of power for Nor wi chds eart
built the first gristmill at the Falls in the 166@sd the

site hacontinued to hava rich indugrial history.

Uncas Monument
Sachen Street

Despite the fact that the exact resting place of Sachem
Uncas is unknown, the Unca
final resting place. The monument and was dedicated in
1833 by President Andrew Jackson. Buffaith Cody

visited the monurnt in 1907.

Royal Mohegan Burying Grounds
Washington & Sachem Streets

The Native Mohegan Tribleroughttheir deacup the

Yantic River via boat and carried them up a ravine into
the burial ground. Originally, Sachem Usaasked the
English settlers that 16 acres be left in perpetuity for the
Mohegans to continue their burial practices. However,
over time, the 16 acres shrunk and by 1870, less than 1/8
of an acre remained. The Masonic Temple was built over
the burial grouds and in 2006 the Mohegan Tribe
purchased the land, demolished the temple and created a
monument to honor their deceased ancestors.
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Miantonomo Monument
Elijah Street

A After Miantonomo was captured following the Narraganset

~ defeat at the Battle ofr@at Plains, he was taken to Hartford
by the Mohegans to decide his fate. Ultimately, the English
decided the Mohegans may execute Miantonomo on Native
American territory, away from English towns. English
settlers, including John Mason, traveled with Sathicas
to see the execution carried out. A monument in the

e N Greeneville section of Norwich was erected by the Mohegan

s S 4T e : 5~ Tribe in honor of their fallen enemy.

Post and Gager Cemetery
Lee Avenue

The Post and Gager Cemetery was established in 1661 as
Nor wi chdés first cemetery. It
Cemetery because most all of the original 35 founders and
their families are buried here. There are no stones, but there is
a monument honoring the founders and their families.

Norwichtown Colonial Burying Ground
East Town Street & Old Cemetery Lane

A second burial ground was established in 1700 to fulfill the
needs of the growing community. The gates at the entrance
of the burial ground are from the Salisbury Mines in

Litchfield, CT which producethe iron for the anchors of

the Revolutionary War Frigateonstitutionor A Ol d

|l ronsides. 0 The i mpressive t
the Colonial Burial Grounds as is a monument for twenty
French soldiers who died in Norwich.
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Oak Street Cemetery
37 Oat Street

The Oat Street Cemetery, sometimeferred taas the City Cemetery, was
established in 1755 and is roughly an acre amalfa The colonial section

of thecemetery is located at the southern end near Acadia Street. Notable
individuals buried in the cemetery include Captain Robert Niles.

In October of 1777, fellow Norwich compatriot, Benedict Arnold, helped
secure a decisavvictory over the British at the Battle of Saratoga. When
news of the victory reached Paris in December, the French formally allied
with the AmericansThe French signed two treaties and sent them to
America to be ratified by Congress. Niles, command#neSpy was

charged with carrying the ratified treaties back to France. He evaded the
British fleet and arrived safely in France. There were six copies of the treaty
dispatched by other vessels, but Niles andSjyavere the only ones to
successfullyeach their destinatiokr anceds entry into
secured an American victory in 1781 at the Battle of Yorktown

Leffingwell House Museum
348 Washington Street

Steven Backus built mvo-roombuilding in 1675 and in

1701 Lt. Thomas Leffingrell bought the home and opened

it as an inn. During the Revolutionary War period,
industrialist Christopher Leffingwell owned the tavern.
Leffingwell was an invaluable supplier of provisions to the
Continental Army and George Washington was said to have
worked on some paperwork at the Leffingwell Inn. The
Leffingwell House Museum was movéalits present
locationin 1957 to make way for the Route 2 connector.

Yantic Cemetery
68 Lafayette Street

The Yantic Cemetery is named after the Yantic River,

which flows adjacent to the cemetery. The Victorian park
like setting was comforting and inviting to grieving
families. Many of Norwichos
Fox Slater and Lafayette Foster are buried in the cemetery.
In addition, many Civil War soldrs, including the

prisoners from Andersonville, are interred h&@avid

Ruggles is buried here in an unmarked grave.
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