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The gilded age was a time in the United States where the country’s population and economy grew very quickly. During the late 19th century and early 20th century. The city of Norwich flourished from industrial wealth earned from textile mills. During the early years of the war era, textile production soared; many millionaires, such as those whose homes are on the Norwich Millionaires’ Mile in the Chelsea Parade Historic District, achieved their wealth from mills.
 These industrialists of Norwich turned the abundant waterpower available on the Yantic and Shetucket rivers into a provider of motive power for their textile factories. [image: image1.jpg]



By the middle of the 19th century, these textile factories dominated the local economy. The biggest textile mills in the city were the Ponemah Mills and Greeneville Mills. The Ponemah Mills, opened in 1871, was powered by the Shetucket river.
 These mills produced trademarked cloth solesette. The Ponemah Mills attracted many French Canadians looking for fair wages and steady work to support their families. Continued advances in textile machinery and the spread of railroads soon made inexpensive factory-produced fabrics available everywhere. The mills completely changed how people dressed and the way they decorated their homes. By the end of the 19th century, textile mills and other factories produced an incredible range of new products, and generated vast new support industries, financial institutions, transportation and information networks.
Individuals including William Parkinson Greene and John Fox Slater helped contribute to the new way of life in the City of Norwich.
 William P. Greene became wealthy in his own way by creating a manufacturing empire in Connecticut. He purchased land on the sides of the Shetucket river to develop a business. Greene was the largest contributor to fund for improving water power along the Shetucket river and the establishment of the Norwich Water Power Company; he realized the potential of water power. In addition, Greene started the Thames Manufacturing Company and later, he named the company the Greeneville Mill. Lastly, Greene  donated a house on Broadway for Norwich’s high school, the Norwich Free Academy, as the headmaster’s residency. 
John Fox Slater was born into the manufacturing dynasty created by his great-uncle, Samuel Slater, who revolutionized the production of textiles in the United States by introducing new technology to mills. John Fox Slater was the owner of the Jewett City Mill and later became a principal investor of the grandiose Ponemah Mills. As president of Ponemah he added a second building in 1884, and a third in 1902. He was a wealthy and generous man who contributed much time and money to his native city. In his will, he left money to found the Slater Library in Jewett City and his princely gift of a million dollars for the education of the emancipated people of the south, on March 4th, 1882, placed him as one of the most beneficent men of the age.
 His proud son, William A. Slater, donated a museum to the City of Norwich on the grounds of the Norwich Free Academy in honor of his father. 
The textile production industry began in New England and became the first great industry of the United States. These successful business mill empires provided work for a consistently large population which brought in fame and contributions for the city of Norwich. 
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