The Connecticut Turnpike
Economic stimulus running through the heart of Eastern Connecticut.

Entering the 1950’s Eastern Connecticut was in a major economic slump. Accessibility to this region, especially Norwich was poor in the post-war era. The only connections that Norwich had to the rest of the state and New York was through surface roads such as CT 32, CT 12, CT 2 and US 1 on the shoreline. While all of these roads still exist, except CT 2 west of Norwich, they are wholly inadequate for the demands of modern industry. With lackluster connections to outside sources industry stagnated and in many cases declined. 
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In 1954 the Connecticut Department of Transportation set out on planning a tolled turnpike through the state to connect Providence (Via U.S. 6) to New York City (Via The New England Thruway, now I 95). The plan for the turnpike was for it to be six lanes (three per side) from New York to New Haven and four lanes (two per side) to Rhode Island. However, in early phases it was planned that the turnpike would be a “Super Two” highway with 2 lanes (one in each direction). It received major opposition from Norwich especially. The plans were changed then to the way it exists today. 

An extension of the turnpike project was a “free” section of highway going from East Lyme to Westerly. Dubbed CT 95 it is the current path of I 95 through New London County. It was renamed to I 95 shortly after its creation. It utilized the then current U.S. 1 highway sections and built sections more sections to connect it to Rhode Island.    
[image: image2.jpg]areas at even greater distances from the interchanges were singled out
the highway may feel its impact. and given special attention.** They

Two major zonal gradients were were compared with areas farther
employed in most of the analysis. removed from the Turnpike. Fre-
The areas immediately surrounding quently, the most dramatic changes

13 Each Interchange Area consisted of the area enclosed by a circle with its center located
at the point where the Connecticut Turnpike crossed the State highway and with a
diameter of a specified length, usually one mile or less.
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Figure 3. Turnpike Towns and Control Towns in Eastern Connecticut.
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[image: image3.jpg]the Turnpike Towns between 1954 and for the State as a whole, the
and 1962* (Tables 16, 17, Figure 8). increase was 44 percent.

During the same period, wages in The growth of wage payments in
the Control Towns rose 24 percent; the Turnpike Towns may be ex-
2 Total wages paid represent the wages paid all workers in manufacturing companies,

including clerical and administrative personnel as well as hourly rated employees, during
the second quarter of the year (April-June).

Table 17.—Index of manufacturing wages paid in the Turnpike Towns and
Control Towns in Eastern Connecticut, 1954-1962 (Second Quarter).

Area 195¢ 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962

Turnpike Towns
Textile 100 114 114 103 84 8l 80 69 93
Non-textile 100 97 118 132 154 180 196 195 210
Total 100 101 113 126 138 158 170 168 184

Control Towns

Textile 100 85 80 72 64 82 80 74 89
Non-textile 100 117 125 142 125 158 160 164 168
Total 100 99 100 103 91 115 116 114 124
State Total 100 105 118 123 111 124 130 132 144
Source: Connecticut State Labor Department.
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Figure 8. Index of manufacturing wages paid in the Turnpike Towns and Con-
trol Towns in Eastern Connecticut, 1954-1962 (Second Quarter).

29




One thing that the turnpike brought to eastern Connecticut was increases in wages payed to non-textile workers, over doubling from 1954 to 1962. Also the percentage of non-textile workers increased significantly during this period as textile workers went from 24% to 11% of the workforce in Turnpike towns. The ratio decreased just as dramatically in the control towns, going from 55% to 39%.   
[image: image4.jpg]Table 24.—Percentage of employees by type of manufacturing industry in
the Turnpike Towns and Control Towns in Eastern Connecticut, 1954-1962.

Type of industry 195¢ 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962

Percentage of employees

TURNPIKE TOWNS

Primary metal
Fabricated metal
Machinery

Electrical machinery
Transportation equipment
Instruments

Lumber and wood
Furniture

Stone, clay, and glass
Miscellaneous
Textiles

Apparel

Food

Tobacco

Paper

Printing

Chemicals

Petroleum

Rubber

Leather

Total 100 100
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Primary metal
Fabricated metal
Machinery
Electrical machinery
Transportation equipment = =
Instruments 2 2
Lumber and wood 1 1
Furniture - -
Stone, clay, and glass - -
Miscellaneous 1 2
Textiles 55 48
Apparel A 4
Food 1 1
Tobacco = = =
Paper - =
Printing 1 1 1
Chemicals = -
Petroleum = = - = =
Rubber = = 1 = 1 3
Leather 1 1 1 & 2 2 2 3 3
Total 99 99 99 100 100 99 97 98 98
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Source: Connecticut State Labor Department.
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[image: image5.jpg]Table 51.—Index of the number of retail establishments in Connecticut and
in the Turnpike Towns, Control Towns, and Interchange Areas in Eastern
Connecticut, 1958-1963 (1954-1957 = 100).

Index of number of establishments

Area I
f 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
Connecticut 100 98 104 101 102 101
Turnpike Towns 101 97 104 101 103 102
Control Towns 101 100 101 100 100 99
Interchange Arcas 108 119 187 139 156 156

Source: Connecticut State Tax Department.

establishments is clearly demonstrat-
ed when changes that occurred in
the Interchange Areas are analyzed.
Approximately one third of the in-
crease in the number of establish-
ments in the Turnpike Towns took
place in the Interchange Areas,
which experienced a gain of 56 per-
cent since the Connecticut Turn-
pike was opened. There were 39 new
establishments in the Interchange
Areas. Six of these were furniture

and appliance stores, 4 were restaur-
ants, 3 were groceries, and 5 were in
the automotive business.

Taxable Sales

The annual taxable retail sales in
the Turnpike Towns increased by
$58,000,000 between 1957 and 1963,
and the rate of growth exceeded that
of the State as a whole (Tables 52,
53). Most of the increase in sales in
the Turnpike Towns occurred after

Table 52.—Taxable retail sales in Connecticut and in the Turnpike Towns,
Control Towns, and Interchange Areas in Eastern Connecticut, 1954-1963.

Dollars of sales (in millions)

Area
1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
Connecticut 1,849 2,100 2281 2325 2,180 2387 2518 2553 2,745 2,893
Turnpike Towns 113 122 127 132 135 145 156 157 172 190
Control Towns 29 34 32 Lt 33 36 38 39 45 46
Interchange
Areas T 16 1.8 1.9 1.6 24 3.2 4.0 52 62

Source: Connecticut State Tax Department.

Table 53.—Index of taxable retail sales in Connecticut and in the Turnpike
Towns, Control Towns, and Interchange Areas in Eastern Connecticut,
1958-1963 (1954-1957 = 100).

Index of taxable retail sales

Area
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
Connecticut 102 111 118 119 128 135
Turnpike Towns 110 118 127 128 140 154
Control Towns 103 113 119 122 141 144
Interchange Areas 94 141 188 285 306 365

Source: Connecticut State Tax Department.
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Figure 19. Number of new dwelling units constructed in the Turnpike Towns and
Control Towns in Eastern Connecticut between 1954 and 1962.

The Value of Residential Properties

Changes that occurred in the value
of residential properties between
1956 and 1961 can be measured
roughly by determining the number
of properties that increased in value,
the number that declined in value,
and the number that were sold at
the same price.

In the years following the open-
ing of the Connecticut Turnpike,
nine tenths of all the homes that
were resold in the Turnpike Towns
showed an increase in value (Table

58). This proportion was somewhat
larger than in the years immediately
preceding the Turnpike. In the Con-
trol Towns, approximately three
fourths of the homes appreciated in
value, and the proportion that rose
in value each year was only slightly
higher than the proportion that
gained in value in the years before
the Connecticut Turnpike.

The number of properties with a
large annual appreciation declined
in both the Control Towns and
Turnpike Towns, but the number




The turnpike brought massive increases in taxable sales within Eastern Connecticut. The spending increased more than 50% in 1963 over the average of 1954-57. Also the amount of new houses built increased significantly within the turnpike towns. Also the values of all property within eastern Connecticut increased in the period between 1958 and 1964. 
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DWELLING MANUFACTUR- COMMERGIAL

ING BLDGS. ESTAB.

Changes in real estate values in four Interchange Areas in the Turn-

pike Towns in Eastern Connecticut, 1958 and 1964.

change ten new business buildings
were added, including motels, res-
taurants, and filling stations (Fig-
ure 20).

Increases in the value of real estate
occurred at each of the interchanges
(Table 64, Figure 21). At one inter-

change the value of real estate in-
creased 145 percent; at another the
increase was 388 percent; at a third
it amounted to 77 percent; and in
the fourth interchange the total
value of real estate increased 24 per-
cent between 1958 and 1964.

Table 64.—Appraised value of real estate in four Interchange Areas in the
Turnpike Towns in Eastern Connecticut, 1958 and 1964.

Interchange A

Interchange B | Interchange C | Interchange D

Real estate

1958 1964 1958 196¢ r 1958 1964 1958 1964

Dollars in 000's
Land 41 124 95 722 63 194 36 59
Houses 102 243 375 430 218 240 292 325
Commercial buildings 10 8 41 1,348 196 411 60 76
Total 153 375 511 2,500 477 845 388 460

Source: Field Survey.
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[image: image8.jpg]Table 70.—Number of students (average daily membership) and the num-
ber of elementary schoolrooms in the Turnpike Towns and Control Towns
in Eastern Connecticut, 1955-1956 and 1960-1961.

1955-1956 1960-1961
Elementary school - y
Turnpike Towns ~ Control Towns | Turnpike Towns Control Towns
Students 19,000 5,000 28,000 6,000
Schoolrooms 734 184 869 216

Source: Connecticut State Department of Education.

education usually constitute more tem. The number and quality of the
than one half of the total budget. school services they provide can be
Any increase in population will be expected to grow.
reflected almost immediately in the
demand for additional school facili- School Population and Schoolrooms
ties. Most of the in-migrants to Con- School population in the Turn-
necticut towns consist of young fam- pike Towns grew at a faster rate
ilies with children of school age or than the total population between
approaching school age. Frequently, 1955 and 1961, In the school year
these newcomers demand the special  1955-1956 there were approximately
educational services to which they 19,000 students in the elementary
had become accustomed in their for- grades (Table 70). This grew to
mer places of residence. The ade- nearly 28,000 by 1960-1961, a gain of
quacy of the local school system also  47.4 percent. The gain in the Con-
is an important criterion in the de- trol Towns was much smaller, 20
cision to locate a manufacturing percent.
plant in a new area. Between 1955-1956 and 1960-1961,
State law insists on the mainten- the number of classrooms in the
ance of certain minimum standards Turnpike Towns increased from 734
in local school systems, and the trend to 869, a gain of 18.4 percent. The
is toward exceeding these standards. number of classrooms in the Control
When new schools are built or ad- Towns increased at almost the same
ditions are made to older school rate, 17.4 percent. The school sys-
buildings, the opportunity to add tems are larger in the Turnpike
new school services arises. Kinder- Towns than in the Control Towns
gartens, cafeterias, gymnasiums, lab- and they can make more efficient
oratories, libraries, and other facili- use of their schoolrooms by keeping
ties can be incorporated into the them filled with the optimum num-
new structures, and they may have ber of students.
been impractical in the older build-
ings. Teachers’ salaries have been Teachers’ Salaries
rising in response to an increased There are many ways in which the
awareness of the importance of edu- quantity and quality of educational
cation in modern society. The Turn- services can be measured. Teacher
pike Towns have experienced popu- competence, teachers’ salaries, dol-
lation growth and they are aware of lars spent, class size, curriculum,
the advantages of a good school sys- money spent for instructional ma-

™ Only elementary school data have been used. High schools in Eastern Connecticut usu-
ally accommodate children from several towns.
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[image: image9.jpg]terials, and the kind of special serv-
ices provided are all indications of
the value attached to education. Ade-
quate measures for all of these cri-
teria are not available. Information
has been compiled on teachers’ sal-
aries, kindergartens, and expendi-
tures for various items.

Salary schedules for elementary
school teachers rose between 1955-
1956 and 1960-1961 in both the
Turnpike Towns and Control
Towns (Table 71). In 1955, only
two of the Turnpike Towns and
none of the Control Towns had a
starting salary of over $3,600. By
1961 all of the towns had salaries
starting at $3,600 or higher, and four
of the Turnpike Towns had salary
schedules that began at $4,400 or
higher. Salary schedules in the Con-
trol Towns still lagged behind those
of the Turnpike Towns.

The median salary of teachers in
the Turnpike Towns rose to $5,700
in 1961, compared with $4,300 in
1955. The median salary was some-
what lower in the Control Towns
but made an advance to $5,500 in
1961.

Kindergartens

In 1955-1956, over one third of
the Turnpike Towns and Control
Towns had kindergartens (Table
72). By 1960-1961, over one half of
the towns had established kinder-
gartens in the elementary schools.
~ Kindergartens are not usually
found in the rural areas of Connecti-
cut, and any town that establishes
one probably has had considerable
pressure from newcomers to the com-
munity. Many of the persons who
move to a rural town and work in
an urban center hope to capture all

Table 71.—Salaries paid teachers in the Turnpike Towns and Control
Towns in Eastern Connecticut, 1955-1956 and 1960-1961.

[ s

1960-1961

Teachers’ salaries

"I‘umpikc Towns Control Towns | Turnpike Towns Control Towns

Beginning salary

Number of towns

Under $3,400 3 2
$3,400-8,599 18 1
8,600-4,199 2 = 8 g
4,200-4,399 11 6
4,400 and over -
Dollars
Median salary 4,300 4,000 5,700 5,500

Source: Connecticut State Department of Education and Connecticut Education Associa-

tion.

Table 72.—Number of Turnpike Towns and Control Towns in Eastern
Connecticut with kindergartens, 1955-1956 and 1960-1961.

1955-1956

1960-1961

Kindergartens

Turnpike Towns  Control Towns | Turnpike Towns Control Towns

Kindergartens 8

Number of towns

5 12 7

Source: Connecticut State Department of Education.
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One place that benefited significantly from the turnpike was the education system. The population and wealth growth among the turnpike towns caused major increases in school enrollment. With the increase in school enrollment the median salary of a teacher went from $4,300 to $5,700, a 32% raise, between the 1955-1956 and 1960-1961 school years. Also the amount of kindergartens increased from 8 to 12 in turnpike towns within the same time frame. 
The Connecticut Turnpike stimulated growth within eastern Connecticut and boosted the wages of the average worker too. Although it did not save the failing textile industry it provided expansion of other aspects of the work force. The amount of non-textile positions increased significantly and the accessibility of education increased. Combine these advances with the increase in retail sales and a housing boom made the turnpike a massive stimulus package for the faltering economies of eastern Connecticut.   
